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Dear U-Prep Families, 

It’s an honor to provide you with an inspiring update on how our recent shift to distance learning is progressing.  As of Day 

10, we distributed 290 laptops and have 99% of our students engaged with teaching and learning, which is a phenomenal 

reflection of our united U-Prep village.  Without a heroic team effort, this would not have been possible.  Through this crisis, 

we are strengthening our resolve, testing our capacities, working diligently to connect with our students and families, and 

continuing to adjust to meet needs.  I’m incredibly proud of our students and staff, and the quickness under which  

distance learning was deployed and made viable.  Providing stability and certainty of presence was our number one  

priority and, with school back in session, we can all take pleasure in the results thus far.  High praise to the village that 

unites, provides, and cares for our students!   

Moving forward, student engagement as a means to provide stability and a quality education will remain our  

central focus.  As a staff, we are sharing insights and new learnings, identifying obstacles and strategizing towards getting 

better using this online platform for teaching, learning, and relating.  We plan to stay on course with this plan through April 

2; any shifts to improve service post-spring break will be communicated late on Friday, April 3.  Although none of us knows 

how long the shelter-in-place will last, we are able to consider various contingency plans around plausible scenarios should 

this continue.  This also means that we are looking at all end-of-year events and exploring options based on fluid  

conditions. We will continue with distance learning until further notice, likely through the end of the school year. 

Parents and students, we would sincerely appreciate any stories, pictures, examples of how the shift in approach is work-

ing.  Many of you have already shared your sentiments, which are appreciated.  We are all living through a significant 

chapter of our school’s story, let alone our lives, but it wouldn’t be complete without your contributions.  Help us to capture 

and find ways to memorialize the many good things that are coming out of current circumstances.  We are in this together 

and desire to build an album to remember.  Stories, pictures, insights may be sent to Elizabeth Trayford, Administrative  

Assistant (etrayford@suhsd.net).   

Thank you for your continued support. 

SELECT THE LINK TO ACCESS U-PREP’S PARENTS’ 

GUIDE TO GOOGLE CLASSROOM 

 https://www.wevideo.com/view/1629034220  

https://www.wevideo.com/view/1629034220/data-staff/staff/etrayford/Add-in%20Express
https://www.wevideo.com/view/1629034220
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Junior High 

Kaylie Aday 

Yuen Li 

Jessica Benton 

Madison Birondo 

Madeline DeCamp 

Troy Hancock 

Mia Rasheed 

Samantha Johnson 

Bryson Smith 

Emily Magrini 

Kaleb Marks 

Graham McKellar 

Kara Rainsford 

Zienna Hamilton 

Matthew Shemwell 

Addison Banghart 

Tyler White 

Andrew Seamans 

Caite Boyle 

Tyson Rodriguez 

Billy Duchi 



Panther Pride April 2020 

3      University Preparatory School - 2200 Eureka Way - Redding, CA  96001 - (530)245-2790, Fax(530)245-2791  

High School 

Kade Meyer 

Mason Miyamoto 

Winn Aung 

Hannah Cusworth 

Tucker Orner 

Emmalyn Westlund 

Omar Pineda, Jr. 

Ryan Hart 

Christine Hetrick 

Xanthea Reuss 

Mariona Vidana 
Capitan 

Vincent Hokanson 

Brennan Mullen 

Joseph Johnston 

Emily Mason 

Elizabeth Oliver 

Eilis Landt 

Allison Tilzey 

Liana Funk 
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HIGH SCHOOL ADVISOR:  KENT SMITH 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ADVISOR:  JASPAL GADDY 

VIRTUAL 
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The junior class threw a party as a capstone to finishing the 

novel The Great Gatsby, and in true Gatsby fashion they 

went BIG. Students brought decorations and food and 

showed up dressed to the nines. Mr. Bird put together a 

digital escape room to review concepts from the book, 

and placed discussion questions on each table to invite 

exploration of the novel. The highlight of the party was 

without question when Joy Sturges and Allison Tilzey, both 

seniors, came--dressed as flappers, no less--to teach the 

juniors how to do the Charleston. Their selflessness might 

not fit well with the themes of the novel, but it was greatly 

appreciated regardless.  
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The 2020 State Finals marked the 15th year of the program for high school students, which encourages youth to learn about po-

etry through memorization and performance. All but five of California’s counties participated in this year’s event, with 53 student 

champions competing for the title. In response to the state’s current COVID-19 public health emergency, the finals were modi-

fied to be a virtual competition.  

"For 15 years, California Poetry Out Loud has been an opportunity to hear, honor, and celebrate the emerging voices of our 

state’s young people,” said California Arts Council Executive Director Anne Bown-Crawford. “Despite this year’s necessary format 

change, we were once again astounded by the presence, passion, and artistry of each of the participants. Poetry as an art form 

is a powerful entry point for these students to learn both the strength of the words they speak, and the change that creative ex-

pression can effect.”  

An initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts and The Poetry Foundation, administered by the California Arts Council, Poet-

ry Out Loud inspires in high school students the confidence to make themselves heard, using one of the most powerful tools at 

their disposal—art. Students are given the opportunity to interact with the words of the masters through recitation, building a rela-

tionship with the works and creating a sense of shared ownership branded by their own technique of volume, pitch, pace, and 

personal point of view. 

 

The California Poetry Out Loud State Finals is the culminating competition between county winners who have shown their merit in 

the classroom, school, district, and county (a pyramid competition structure similar to a spelling bee). California's Poetry Out Loud 

is the largest event of its kind in the U.S. and has grown steadily since its inception. The 2020 competition series encompassed 53 

counties, 282 schools, and 769 teachers, reaching nearly 56,000 students statewide.  

U-Prep’s own Emily Mason is this year’s Regional Champion for 

the fourth time! After winning the regional event, Emily moved 

on to the State Finals on March 16. In response to the state’s 

current COVID-19 public health emergency, the finals were 

modified to be a virtual competition.  

Emily is recognized for being among the top scorers in the 

state and the U-Prep family could not be more proud of her! 

 

“The virtual competition was considerable (all 53 county 
winners entered) and our judges were so impressed. I 
hope you feel extremely proud of yourself and what you 
have accomplished, first to win your county finals and 
then to go on to place among the top in the state. Job 
amazingly well done!” 

1. What is your favorite poem you chose 
to recite and why did you choose it? 
This year, “What Women are Made of” by 
Bianca Lynne Spriggs, because it has an 
incredible mix of the poetic and literal. I was 
hard to learn, but worth it because of the 
beautiful intricacies of it. 
2. What was the hardest part about the 
challenge of recording rather than per-
forming? 
The hardest part was the lack of audience. 
When performing, you often react and get 
energy from the judges and the people in the 
room. 
3. What has been your prior success in 
the competition, and have you heard 
about your success this year? 
For the past four years, I’ve been Shasta 
county Champion, and this year, I came in 
sixth out of 53 counties.  
4. Anything else you want to add or tell 
us about! 
I love Poetry Out Loud, because it’s an 
amazing opportunity to learn another side of 
communication.  
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 



U-Prep’s 11th Annual Just 

Dance! was held in the 

Marr Auditorium on 

March 13 and 14. Just 

Dance! showcased over 

125 students from  

U-Prep’s Dance  

Department. With jazz,  

musical theatre,  

contemporary, and 

more, there was  

something for  

everyone  to enjoy.  

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 

Music Teacher Elizabeth  

Johnson was proud to lead the 

Chamber Orchestra during their 

performance at the Shasta 

County Office of Education for 

the Principal for a Day event.  

Superintendent/Principal Shelle 

Peterson was pleased to have 

had the opportunity to  

introduce Mrs. Johnson and the 

orchestra to an audience of 

school and community leaders. 

It was a glorious performance 

and all who attended were very 

impressed!  
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UPREP ATHLETICS 
HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS DIRECTOR:  STEVEN SCHUSTER 

JUNIOR HIGH ATHLETICS DIRECTOR:  ROBYN JOHNSON 

ATHLETICS SECRETARY:  NICOLE PRINGLE 

ATHLETICS ADMINISTRATOR:  ROCHELLE ANGLEY 

 

The Northern Section released its all-league boys and girls soccer teams. U-Prep girls 

soccer team won a Northern Athletic League title for the third straight year before 

winning the Northern Section D-II crown and senior Emma Nichols was named the 

league MVP. Ryanne Ampi, Savannah Leak, and Amber Anderson were also 

named all league. Kylie Walsh was named Honorable Mention.  GO PANTHERS! 
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UPREP ATHLETICS 
HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS DIRECTOR:  STEVEN SCHUSTER 

JUNIOR HIGH ATHLETICS DIRECTOR:  ROBYN JOHNSON 

ATHLETICS SECRETARY:  NICOLE PRINGLE 

ATHLETICS ADMINISTRATOR:  ROCHELLE ANGLEY Northern Athletic League 

Miguel Rodriguez, Anderson, MVP 

Brian Melendez, Anderson 

Chris Marin, Anderson 

Cooper McHaney, University Prep 

Kenta Smith, University Prep 

Ryan Cruse, University Prep 

Brandon Chavez, Yreka 

Mason Dancer, Yreka 

Christian Hackler, Lassen 

Nick Valdez, Lassen 

Hebron Ferrier, West Valley 

Alberto Sanchez, Central Valley 

Honorable Mention 

Juan Estrada, Anderson 

Dean Farber, University Prep 

Jonathan de Los Santos, Yreka 

Kaleb Myers, Lassen 

Isaiah Nichiolson, West Valley 

Ezequiel Sanchez, Central Valley  

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL 

Varsity girls started the season strong! In the season 

opener they beat Orland 11-10 with a walk-off 

double by senior, Ashley Rauch.  

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL 

Varsity boys were off to a hot start to 

their season! Some highlights include 

being 4-1 to start the season with wins 

over Enterprise, Orland, Paradise and 

Corning. In our win against Corning 

Riley Seay hit a go ahead home run 

in the 5th inning. In our dominating 

win over Paradise 24-2 Trevor 

Trueblood was 3-5 at the plate and 

also pitched a complete game al-

lowing 2 hits along with striking out 6 

batters. 3 of the 4 wins are against 

opponents in upper divisions from 

ours!   
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College & Career Corner + Counseling News 
 Mrs. Mason, Mr. Williams, & Mr. Maikranz 

SAT & ACT CORONAVIRUS UPDATES 

Students and parents requesting information on the SAT 

and ACT tests should access the following links: 

SAT Update from College Board 

https://pages.collegeboard.org/collegeboard-covid-19-updates 

ACT Update from ACT 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/covid-19.html 

SPRING COLLEGE TRIP 2020 

On March 5th and 6th, U-Prep juniors attended the annual Spring College trip.  The trip began 

with a visit to St. Mary's College in beautiful Moraga.  The students listened to a presentation 

from an admissions representative while touring the campus.  Afterwards, students had the  

opportunity to enjoy the delicious cuisine from the food court. Walking the enormous and  

historic campus at UC Berkeley was a high point during our second stop on the tour.  The final 

destination was reached on Friday, where students delighted in the Sonoma State University 

campus. This portion of the tour was unique since students were able to interview an alum from 

U-Prep now attending SSU. Students were also able to access the dorms and participate in a 

Q&A session with an Admissions representative. U-Prep offers two college tours during the 

school year, one in the fall and one in the spring. Both tours are two full days of a variety of  

different colleges and universities. For more information please contact school counselor,  

Joe Maikranz, jmaikranz@suhsd.net. 
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Mission & Vision 

University Preparatory School is an educational community invested in  

developing confident, capable, and compassionate citizens; its mission to  

immerse all students "in rigorous academics and meaningful extra-curricular 

activities" is supported by a collaborative and close-knit community of staff, 

students and parents and is based upon educational research and  

professional experience. The faculty and staff work together to provide  

students with many opportunities to excel academically and develop their  

potential as educated leaders and citizens in the 21st century through a rich 

and varied extra-curricular program. This vision is supported by offering a  

seven­ period day to students from grades 6 through 12 so that they may  

pursue academic interests, such as studying multiple world languages or  

continue their development in the arts, including dance, drama, art, and  

music. The objective of this mission is to enable all students to become  

self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners. 


